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ABSTRACT 

 

The habilitation thesis entitled „The functionality of higher education from the perspective 

of sustainable development. An economic analysis” presents the main scientific and didactic 

achievements after obtaining the title of doctor in economics. 

The first part of the habilitation thesis highlights the directions of scientific research 

followed after completing the doctoral studies, based on both the results of the research titled 

„Functional higher economic education - determinant of increasing competitiveness and quality 

of life”, conducted during the postdoctoral studies in POSDRU/89/1.5/S/59184 project, as well as 

on papers presented at conferences or published in specialized journals in our country or abroad. 

The first section of the habilitation thesis is a synthesis of the research approaches oriented to four 

main directions: identifying specific patterns of dissemination of economic ideas in the case of 

Romanian people, analyzing the functionality of higher economic education, assessing the 

economic implications of education from the sustainable development perspective and identifying 

new challenges facing the economic education, such as the emergence and use of cryptocurrencies, 

as potential monetary alternatives. 

The first chapter, entitled „Higher Economic Education in Romania - Origins, Evolution 

and Challenges”, presents how the spread of economic theories and concepts in our country has 

left its mark on the current stage of the economic development. The chapter begins with 

highlighting the achievements of some famous economists of the nineteenth century, who designed 

a pure economic science, focusing on freedom of action, free competition, and spontaneous 

regulation of the economy and last but not least, respect for moral values. Subsequently, the 

situation specific to the beginning of the 20th century is presented, marking the clear identity of the 

educated economist, but especially of the economics expert who became indispensable to the 

system, being at the same time a product of it. In the 19th century, Romanian authors of economic 

studies, such as D. P. Marţian, I. Ghica, P.S. Aurelian, A.D. Xenopol et al. saw in education the 

decisive step towards modernity. In search of a better world that would bring together educated 

people with a standard of living that met their expectations, education embodied the hope of all 

who believed in economic, social, and cultural emancipation through the „power of the mind”. The 

chapter presents the main coordinates of the spread of economic ideas among Romanians, in order 

to later analyze the higher economic education in Romania in a European context, with emphasis 

on certain particularities. 

The second chapter, „Economic implications of the functionality of higher education”, is 

based on the hypothesis that without a functional higher education system in all respects, a climate 

conducive to the development of the economy cannot be outlined. The study starts with a brief 



analysis of the mutations of the theoretical and empirical foundations of higher education, in order 

to later focus on aspects that define its functionality. Higher education can be considered functional 

if it ensures the fulfillment of the functions for which it was created, generating the expected results. 

Highlighting the university traditions and conjectural evaluations of Romanian higher education, 

as well as the difficulties characteristic of the system functioning process, this chapter analyzes the 

problem of functionality from the perspective of the economic implications that higher education 

in general, economic in particular, have on economic growth and not only. It aims, for example, 

the compatibility between the education market and the labor market, which is the essence of a 

potential balance between present and future, being already well known the fact that functional 

education has become the spearhead of the economic performance of human capital. 

The third chapter, „Education for sustainable development. An economic analysis”, is built 

on the basis of three complementary empirical studies that investigate from a practical perspective 

how the specific concepts of education for sustainable development (ESD) are applied to 

economics students in Romania. Thus, the first study aimed to identify the extent to which higher 

economic education in Romania includes elements specific to the training of responsible citizens 

to lay the foundations for sustainable development. The second empirical study aimed at assessing 

the perceptions of students following a university degree in economics and business at Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies on ESD. The third study provides an overview of how sustainable 

student behaviors are shaped through their perceptions of sustainable campus initiatives, academic 

staff involvement, and curriculum. The statistical and econometric analysis applied to the data 

collected through surveys among economics students provides conclusions on the extent to which 

awareness of issues specific to sustainable development leads to sustainable behavior among 

students. To summarize, the conclusions argue that, despite consistent efforts to implement the 

principles of ESD, Romanian universities with economic faculties need to address the urgent needs 

for a better integration of ESD in the curricula, in research projects and in campus actions. 

The fourth chapter, „New challenges for higher economic education. Cryptocurrency – a 

potential monetary alternative?”, highlights another direction of research that has shown interest 

over time. Nowadays, economic education leads us to new fields of study and draws attention to a 

controversial issue - the possibility of the existence of an alternative to the traditional currency. 

The subject is not new, but it has been brought to the fore thanks to technology. The chapter begins 

with the identification of the doctrinal origins of cryptocurrencies, then presents the implications 

in the field of monetary theories, to later focus on a case study - bitcoin. 

The second part of the habilitation thesis is dedicated to the identification and presentation 

of arguments that highlight the ability to coordinate research teams, to address interdisciplinary 

research directions, to organize and manage teaching activities. This section includes the university 



career development plan, starting from own achievements and setting objectives for the next period, 

while highlighting two directions: teaching and scientific research, as well as ways to harmonize 

them. 

 


