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SUMMARY OF THE HABILITATION THESIS 
 

The habilitation thesis is structured in three main sections. 

 

Section I presents the results obtained during the scientific research conducted after  

obtaining the Ph.D. title (06/06/2011).  

My entire professional experience, which took place before my academic progress, was 

closely related to the domain of project management or to organizational management  or 

management structures that were focused on implementing certain projects that received EU 

funding. My activity performed in this period of time provided me the opportunity of enriching 

my theoretical knowledge and my practical abilities of writing and implementing projects having 

European or international funding. In all these activities I was involved as a project manager, 

expert, trainer, or specialist. Thus, I could discover new studies and analyses and I attended the 

processes of obtaining new discoveries in the most diverse, complex, and vulnerable domains of 

different sectors or communities. I have also acquired knowledge that could better define my vision 

and my pragmatism, both of which helped me to approach my academic and scientific activities.  

The demand to suggest practical projects needed for certain organizations or communities to 

measure the impact and to ensure the proper sustainability within the most diverse activity sectors 

guided my concerns especially towards  organizations or communities that look for solutions for 

present actual problems or that wait for support from decision-making local or central bodies. All 

these take place in an increasingly globalized, technological, and digitized economy and in the 

context of an appalling competition on a highly dynamic market.  

I identified, analyzed, and demonstrated  a number of decisive factors for the present 

economic development by applying econometric models. I achieved all this by systematically 

doing research on competitive and sustainable development, part of certain organizations. I was 

also involved in regional development projects (local, national, and European).  

This entire work of research that I was part of is distributed and presented in 6 subsections  

corresponding to the 6 thematic directions of the conducted research.  They target the key factors 

concerning the sustainable and competitive economic development on the organizational and/or 

regional level: 

  

1) Research regarding the influence of the Information and Communication Technologies  

(ICTs) as key factors and as a condition for the sustainable and competitive economic 

development 

This major theme regarding the influence of implementing the ICTs in all economic, social, 

cultural spheres of our lives was investigated in the process of my research approaching 3 types of 

problems: 

 

a). Research, analyses, and methodologies useful for changes in the production and distribution 

system of  electric power, in compliance with  the requirements of sustainable development.  
The roll-out of smart meters, the possibility of providing meter readings on the energy 

consumption at small intervals of time, but also the need to find solutions for processing extremely 

high amounts of data in the system enabled research processes able to identify the best distribution 

and pricing solutions for the consumption to influence the lifestyle of the consumers, all this with 

the purpose of regulating the electricity consumption.  
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Moreover, without considering the production and the distribution process of the renewable 

energy with all its facilities and restraints, another research work in which I was involved  

investigated the extent of this production (for each type of analyzed  natural resource) of being 

dependent on the factors that determine the development and the economic process, the pollution 

level, investments, and research-development etc.   

The obtained results were presented to the decision-making bodies and at a national and 

European level they may contribute to the improvement of actions, normative acts or fiscal, 

economic, or social policy decisions that should stimulate the ignition of solutions for the 

consumption distribution or consumption pricing or  of those types of renewable energy sources 

that are the most suitable for the existing natural resources and the proper development of each 

region.   

    

 b). Research regarding the ICTs influence as a factor that determine the sustainable economic 

development of the local companies and communities  

The empirical findings of this research indicated that the usage of new communication 

technologies may directly lead to the growth of activities in the priority sectors for the sustainable 

development of the local community, as well as for the health sector, of the energy production and 

supply, and of the  drinking water and waste processing (analyzed by us). 

 

c). Up-to-date software technologies and instruments to solve specific problems concerning the 

secure record, processing, and storage of data.  
 

2) Research on the influence of the Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs)  as an 

engine for the economic development  

The research conducted in this field emphasized the importance of SMEs for the territorial 

economy and indicated the influence of expenditures on investments and innovation performed by 

SMEs, both for their benefit and for the general economic development at the national and regional 

level. The economic development was estimated by considering the turnover values of all active 

companies. Several econometric models obtained, thus confirm, that also for Romania, the SMEs 

have a substantial impact on the economic development. 

 

3) Research regarding the influence of e-commerce over the employment rate  

The issue of the working-age population has become extremely important  for all decision-

making bodies in the context of the more and more extended digitization within all the sectors of 

the economic, social, cultural lifestyle, as well as regarding the unemployment rate amidst the 

pandemic crisis of the last two years in all EU countries. 

The study explored the influence of the e-commerce over the labor force for a sample of 

27 member states of the EU between 2010 and 2019. 

The obtained econometric results prove that the development of commerce in all its forms 

determines an incredible growth of the online sales and, consequently, the production and services 

of various fields would lead to vacancies on the labor market.  

 

4) Research regarding the elaboration of a new calculation model for the regional (local) 

sustainable development  

Following the research and the conducted analyses, the authors propose a calculation model 

of a composite index for the evaluation process of the regional durable development. It is 

considered that it is a useful tool for the managers of the organizations deciding upon their own 
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managerial development policy, as well as helping the governmental regional and local bodies 

decide upon the proper policies or priority regulations according to the cases. The flexibility of the 

system regarding the indicators selection and the establishment of the composite index will allow 

simulations for the development of the local communities, depending on the development factors 

considered as a priority for the local and central policies for the specific cases.     

 

5) Research regarding the influence of modern management for the economic development 

– through modern project management 

The conducted research in this field presents the already existing  connection between the 

need for durable development for any organization, and the opportunity of accessing projects with 

EU funding that may ensure prospects of grants for a great number of the activities through which 

the organization can reach a better development level and/or can implement measures of social 

responsibility.  

 

6) Research regarding the eCall technology and its social and economic  implications 

The aim of implementing the emergency service system in vehicles is to automatically 

initiate the presence of an accident, anywhere within the EU, due to the usage of an especially 

designed mobile network. The requirements of the architecture of the eCall cellular system, the 

security and data protection system and the possibility of integrating the system at the European 

level were settled.   

   

I must mention that all the research I was part of (alone or as part of a team) was 

successfully concluded with proposals for measures and practical solutions for entrepreneurs,  

managers, local public administration bodies and decision-making bodies that might be interested 

in stimulating, restraining, or influencing the trend of the analyzed economic problems. 

 

Section II presents the professional, academic, and scientific achievements of the 

candidate, performed previously the habilitation thesis, his future directions regarding the 

academic career in both directions: didactic activity and scientific research.  

 

Section III includes the bibliographic references of the habilitation thesis. 
 


