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In contemporary development process, many changes have taken place in modern society, 

human role increase, due mainly to its ability creative values, and the effects are visible even in terms 

of high capitalization of natural resources. Thus, the human factor through harnessing rational of the 

resources in general and especially of those scarce becomes the central element of sustainable 

development. 

The development of competition because of globalization has generated new economic 

mechanisms, turned the status quo, generating offshoring the production activity, distribution, 

exchange and consumption. Competition globalization and internationalization of various economic 

interests have consequently the opening of local and national economic areas to the global economy. 

So, was generated the necessity of customer orientation, and changing consumer demands 

obliges organizations to focus on creating and providing value to the market by: continuous 

innovation, new aesthetics, unique experience. In these circumstances, companies' success does not 

depend decisively on production facilities or material capital, as it was in the previous century. These 

elements add additional value to products and services provided to the firms and customers but also 

the company itself. 

Human intelligence is the primary factor in wealth organizations, thus recognition of the importance 

of value of intangible assets, in particular knowledge, are features of the new economy. One of the main 

features of knowledge is recognition of the importance of intangible value. 

Insufficient presentation of intangible assets in the balance sheet does not confer to the 

financial statements, the quality of comprehensive information resource. At present, the financial 

statements reflect only part of the organizations intangible assets, although in most organizations they 

became the main generators of revenue and expenditure. Consequently, these assets are not operated 

at their real value. Moreover, accounting information related to these intangible resources are scarce 

or almost non-existent. 

In this paper, entitled Aspects of Sustainable Development: tourism, environment and 

agriculture, are highlighted major moments in my professional throughout and the main theoretical 

and methodological contributions developed within projects undertaken after obtaining a doctoral 

degree title. Choice of the topic addressed in this habilitation thesis represent my achievements 

scientific, professional and academic because approached theme is the area of my continuous activity, 

professional and scientific. 

The structure of this material respects Methodological Norms approved by the Minister of 

National Education – M.O. Nr. 3121 of January 27, 2015, published in the Official Gazette of 

Romania, Part I, no. 107 / 10.II. 2015. 

The author of the thesis aims as required by the methodological norms to show the career and 

academic career, to present significant contributions for the field of Economics and Business 

Administration, to present personal contributions in terms of research and science publications and 

finally indicating future directions or major research themes within the Doctoral School, the 

Economics and Business Administration. 

I received the title of Doctor of Science degree in 2007 at the University of Messina, Italy, and 

then the equivalent scientific title in Romania, by Diploma Degree of Doctor of Economics, 

Certificate Series J No. 0000061 (Nr. 23 270 of 08.11.2007). 

In Romania, I conducted the academic activities as PhD Professor at bachelor programme 

Economy of Commerce, Tourism and Services and at the master degree programme Business 

Administration in Commerce, Tourism and Service as follows:  

Teaching courses and seminars: 



- Curricula - Economy of Commerce, Tourism and Services: Economy of Tourism, Resources 

and tourist destinations, Ecotourism and Rural Tourism, Touristic Territorial Planning, 

Enterprise economy, Hotel and restaurant technology at Faculty of Tourism and Commercial 

Management – Constanta 

- Curricula - Business Administration in Commerce, Tourism and Service: Business 

Management in Tourism, Policies and strategies in Tourism at Faculty of Tourism and 

Commercial Management – Constanta 

- Curricula: Tourism Business Management: Consumer protection in the travel and tourism 

industry (Master’s Degree Program at Faculty of Tourism and Commercial Management – 

Bucharest, Romania) 

 

And also: 

- Participation to national and international scientific events; Drafting and finalising of research 

projects (grants); Bachelor’s degree theses advising; Courses publishing; Organization of 

scientific events within the department, other activities within the dean team. 

- Participation in the drafting of periodicals (Member of the Scientific Council of the Faculty 

of Management Annals of Tourism and Trade) 

- Member or chairman of the committee to sustain bachelor exam at the Faculty of Tourism and 

Commercial Management 

 

In Italy, since 2005 – present, as scientific researcher at University of Studies of Messina, 

Faculty of Economics, I developed specific activities and responsibilities in terms of organizing and 

coordinating researching activities within Messina’s Faculty of Economics  and teaching courses and 

seminars as follows: 

Fixed-term contract Professor 

November 2004 – present 

- Specific academic activities, responsibilities and students evaluation linked to the disciplines: 

Sustainable tourism economy, Economics of Natural Resources, Environment and Spatial  

Since November 2005 

- Curricula: Sustainable tourism economy: Sustainable tourism economy, Economics of 

Natural Resources, Environment and Spatial 

2004-2005 academic year 

- Geography and Environment Policy Planning (Master’s Degree Program at Faculty of 

Economics of Messina, Italy 

And also: 

- Carrying out research in the framework of the Research Plan of the Research Centre of the 

Faculty of Economics - University of Messina, Italy 

- Develop scientific communications and participation in national and international scientific 

conferences, symposiums, etc. 

- Writing books and courses in the field of specialization) 

- Coordinator of many Bachelor Thesis and Dissertation (since 2004-present) 

- Coordination of students participating in scientific meetings 

- Member of the committee for Student Scientific Session 

- Research and publication of specialized materials in various national and international 

journals, in economic and / or tourism 



- Member of the committee to sustain bachelor exam at the Faculty of Economics, University 

of Messina, Italy 

- Member of doctoral committee of the Faculty of Economics, University of Messina, Italy 

(since 2006); 

- member of the Doctoral School at Faculty of Economics, University of Messina, Italy (since 

2006-present) 

- Expert in "politico-economic geography", Faculty of Economics, University of Messina, Italy, 

scientific sector M-GGR / 02, period 2004-2007 

- Expert in "Geography", Faculty of Economics, University of Messina, Italy, scientific sector 

M-GGR / 01, period 2004-2007 

- Research activities - Project Management 

During the teaching and scientific activities, I was the Coordinator of many Bachelor Thesis 

and Dissertation (both in Romania and in Italy) and 11 doctoral theses in the field of economics within 

the three PhD schools at the University of Messina, Italy1. 

I also acted as scientific advisor to several projects within the POSDRU projects of ASE 

Bucharest, guiding the activity of PhD student mobility at the University of Messina, etc., according 

to the documentation attached to the portfolio. 

Performance in higher education, concerns environmental quality by targeting approaches, 

conducting analyzes and studies which implemented in tourism activity can lead to higher valuation of 

available resources, both tangible and intangible. 

So, I have approached the management of tourism activities, policies and strategies substantiating 

and practice more sustainable tourism, development skills in business sustainability and the environment, 

to master studies, continuing the activity with the passion that characterizes me, within the guidance of 

doctoral theses by various themes dealt with. 

From the standpoint of scientific / research results were materialized both in scientific publications 

and in the implementation of grants / research projects that highlight the relevance and originality of their 

contributions in the economic sciences, especially in directions / themes interdisciplinary targeting the 

economic, applied economics, tourism in general and especially sustainable tourism, business 

management, quality, consumer protection and the environment. 

In addition to scientific research in this field, I got involved in the POSDRU projects that 

address students' training efficiency and supporting the development of scientific, at Masters level.  

Recognition and scientific impact of my activities are embodied by recruiting and participation in 

scientific committees and editorial collectives of journals and scientific events of major national ( as 

indicated in the fulfillment of minimum standards - habilitation). 

After I successfully defended doctoral continued and expanded more my research activity and 

expertise gained in academic career, allowed the cooptation and my involvement in several 

organizations both internationally and nationally, such as: 

- from 2013 to present, Member of the Department of Environment CODACONS SICILY 

(Coordination of the associations for the defence of the environment and the rights of users and 

consumers), 

- Scientific board member of the “Foundation CUTGANA – Centro Universitario per la 

Gestione e la Tutela degli Ambienti Naturali e degli Agroecosistemi”, multidisciplinary research 

center at the University of Catania, Italy. The Cutgana manages: 7 nature reserves of the Sicilian 

Region and 1 marine protected area of the Ministry, in which are also tested and implemented 

                                                 
1 according to the documentation attached to portfolio 



innovative management models and promote new forms of responsible ecotourism, 

http://www.cutgana.unict.it/component/k2/608 

The CUTGANA is a research center of the University of Catania and is the first Italian 

university institution admitted to the lUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature), the 

most authoritative organization in the field of nature conservation, 

http://www.cutgana.unict.it/news/cutgananews/798/il-cutgana-e-nuovo-membro-dell-unione-

mondiale-per-la-conservazione-della-natura-iucn  

- Scientific researcher at "Research Center for economics, the environment and the territory" 

(CREAT), Italy, Director of the Centre: Prof. Pasquale Novak, from 07/2007 to the present, 

- Member of the "International Centre for Public Management" (CIMP) - ASE, Centre Director: 

Prof. Univ. Dr. Armenia Androniceanu, from 02/2007 to the present, 

http://www.cicmp.ase.ro/cicmpen/index.html, 

- since 2002 to present, member of Italian Association of Geography Teachers (AIIG) - Section 

Sicily Region 

- 12.02.2003- present, become member of Italian Engineering Register ("Association of 

Engineers"), Section Messina, No. 1637, http://www.ordingme.it/albo-iscritti/  

- A.J.T.R. - Association des Journalistes du Tourisme de Roumanie (from 2010 to present). 

Direct involvement in teaching and research give me the opportunity to promote scientific 

studies and research work published and supporting and coordinating research and educational 

activities at the international level (Romania-Italy-Poland). 

The research was conducted in collaboration with researchers from the same fields or related 

areas (tourism economy, tourism economy sustainable economy, agri-food, environmental economy, 

service economy, business management, quality management, quality engineering, industrial design, 

strategic management management, public utilities, etc.), colleagues mentioned as co-authors in the 

bibliography of scientific papers. 

- 9 books with ISBN published abroad (Italy) in CNCSIS publishing houses recognized 

- 6 papers / studies published in the international journals - ISI Thomson Reuters –  

- 20 articles / studies published in international journals – IDB 

- 16 articles / studies published in national journals recognized by NURC (B and B +) 

- Articles / studies / communication published in proceedings of international scientific 

meetings - more than 50 

- Participation within teams of 21 research & development projects: 8 international grants as 

director, one with business obtained through open competition and in 13 research projects annual and 

multiannual, as a member 

- Member of the scientific committee of various international scientific meetings 

- President of organizing committee, THE 2009 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

TOURISM and WORKSHOP on “Sustainable tourism within High Risk areas of environmental 

crisis”, which was held 22 – 25 April 2009, Messina, Italy, by the Faculty of Economy – University 

of Messina and the Department of Tourism and Services – AES of Bucharest, aiming to bring together 

prominent economists and other researchers with a special interest on the tourism phenomenon to 

debate recent advances in tourism economics and management, organized the conference. 

- Chairman of various international scientific meetings 

- Chairman of the organizing committee 

http://www.cutgana.unict.it/news/cutgananews/798/il-cutgana-e-nuovo-membro-dell-unione-mondiale-per-la-conservazione-della-natura-iucn
http://www.cutgana.unict.it/news/cutgananews/798/il-cutgana-e-nuovo-membro-dell-unione-mondiale-per-la-conservazione-della-natura-iucn
http://www.cicmp.ase.ro/cicmpen/index.html
http://www.ordingme.it/albo-iscritti/


- Member of Doctoral Oral Defence Committees 

- supervisor Professor for the PhD students in mobility from Academy of Economic Studies at 

the University of Messina, within the Project “PhD in economics at standards of the Europe’ 

knowledge” (DoEsEC)” (POSDRU/88/1.5/S/55287) 

- supervisor Professor for the PhD students in mobility from Academy of Economic Studies at 

the University of Messina, within the Project „Doctoral Programme and PhD Students within the 

Triangle Education-Research-Innovation (DOC-ECI)” (POSDRU/6/1.5/S/11) 

- Coordinator professor of postdoctoral students in mobility from Academy of Economic 

Studies at the University of Messina, within the Graduation diploma for the postdoctoral program 

Social European Fund, POSDRU /89/1.5/S/59184 (Postdoctoral research performance and excellence 

in economic sciences in Romania, Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest) 

In the first part of this habilitation thesis, briefly introduce my main scientific achievements, 

professional and academic, in the period after obtaining a doctoral degree until now. In the second part, it 

is outlined my plan of development of scientific and academic career, stating also the main lines of action 

to achieve the stated objectives. Next, I included my list of publications, highlighting the personal most 

significant scientific contributions. At the end of habilitation thesis present bibliographical references 

used. 

The research directions developed so far will be continued, deepened and valorized, and new 

lines will be linked with the current. Targeting on intelligent research is a priority generated also by 

the program "Horizon 2020". Obligatory, applied research will be directed towards the socio-

economic beneficiaries of Sicily while at the national level to sensitive issues linking the practice of 

tourism in its various forms within an environment more friendly. 

Thus, I propose professionally leadership thesis in Romania, my country of origin in the field 

of Economic Sciences and Business Administration: sustainable development, sustainable 

development of tourism, tourism economy and sustainable tourism economy, agro-food, 

environmental economy, service economy, quality management, public utilities, management. 

Moreover, my involvement and participation in accreditation and strengthening of this field of 

doctorate at the Academy of Economic studies in Bucharest. 


