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SUMMARY 

 
 
The present habilitation thesis, ‘The Economic Impact of Digitisation with a Focus on the 
Creative & Cultural Economy. Sustainable Development and Well-Being Implications’ is a 
synthesis of the research conducted in the period 2010-2020, after the completion of the 
doctoral programme. It is structured into two main parts – the first and largest part has been 
designed in such a way as to provide an overview of the research conducted after the 
completion of the doctoral programme, while the second part highlights the main professional 
accomplishments to date and the future objectives in the research and teaching activities. 
 
The research conducted in the above-mentioned period consists in the completion of a 
postdoctoral programme, within the Excelis POSDRU/159/1.5/S/138907, which took place 
between 2014 and 2015 at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, and in individual 
or team research, conducted independently. 
 
The topics dealt with in the current habilitation thesis, mainly revolving around the economic 
impact of digitisation in the creative-cultural economy, build on the previous doctoral 
research acquisitions, and represent the core of the post-doctoral research. However, besides 
this core, satellite research has also been conducted, in the area of education economics and 
health economics. While the core research domains have already been translated in a number 
of four published research papers and two books, research in education economics and health 
economics is in its early stages, being materialised in the publication of two papers so far, but 
is planned to continue in the future. The results of the core research are presented in the first 
three chapters, while the last two chapters of the habilitation thesis are dedicated to the new 
streams of research. 
 
The first chapter, The creative-cultural economy – a prerequisite for sustainable 
development, justifies why the creative-cultural economy is an important sector in the 
economy given to its capacity to contribute to economic growth and sustainable development 
and to create jobs and value added. This sector proved to be able to bounce back after the 
financial crisis of the previous decade and is now going through another test, that of the 
COVID-19 crisis. In this context, it is important to understand why digitisation is an 
important factor that can ensure its sustainability. 
 
Next, Chapter 2, The stake of digitisation in the economy, advocates for the importance of 
digitisation in the economy. The first subchapter, Digitisation of public services and its 
positive effects in the economy. A case study on fighting corruption and enhancing tax 
compliance through digitisation,  shows how digitisation can benefit the economy in general, 
for instance by fighting corruption and for tax compliance purposes when public services are 
digitised. The second subchapter, Towards sustainable development and sustainable culture 
through digitisation – a global concern. The case of Europeana – the European Digital 
Library, is a macro analysis of cultural sustainability through digitisation via digital libraries 
and presents the main enterprises in this area worldwide and in Romania. The third and last 
subchapter, Smart culture in smart cities. An analysis of how digital transformations enhance 
citizens’ well-being through better cultural accessibility and inclusion. Local initiatives, is a 
micro analysis of smart culture and of its positive impact on cultural accessibility and 
inclusion in the context of smart cities. 
 



Chapter 3, Digitisation of the economy and alternative financing methods. The advent of 
crowdfunding, analyses digitisation of culture from the financing standpoint, and presents the 
perspective of crowdfunding as an alternative financing means, which was the life vest for 
the creative economy in the previous financial crisis and can be a life vest during the current 
health and economic crisis. The chapter is structured into two subchapters. The first 
subchapter, Crowdfunding insights, explains the new crowdfunding phenomenon and its 
rationale, presents its history, elaborates on the main concepts related to crowdfunding, 
discusses the role of information transparency and the main determinants of successful 
crowdfunding campaigns, presents the main updated world trends and figures in 
crowdfunding, and analyses the legal status of crowdfunding in Romania. The second 
subchapter, Crowdfunding in Romania – a case study on creative-cultural industries, presents 
the research conducted on the Romanian crowdfunding market. It aims to answer the question 
whether crowdfunding can come to the rescue of culture and arts in Romania, investigates 
crowdfunding in the Romanian film industry using qualitative research methods, and 
introduces the concept of prosumerism in the newly crowdfunded environment. 
 
Chapter 4, Sustainable development through the lens overducation. The case of Romania, is 
the reflection of a first separate stream of research, in the area of education, and it 
investigates its connection with sustainable development. The first subchapter, 
Overeducation – a challenge for sustainable growth, highlights the importance of education 
for sustainable development, but raises the following question: could overeducation, despite 
its intended goal set by policies in education, generate quite the opposite effects? The second 
subchapter, New opportunities in higher education in view of achieving sustainable 
development, is a research of how the higher education institutions in Romania has made 
progress in introducing bioeconomy-related subjects and their importance for sustainable 
development. The third subchapter, E-Learning – what future?, looks into crowdfunded E-
learning projects and discusses these entrepreneurial initiatives and the reaction of the public 
vis-à-vis new learning methods. 
 
Last but not least, Chapter 5, An assessment of the influence of wealth onto the healthcare 
system in Romania. Can the private sector improve its efficiency?, looks into the influence of 
wealth on the efficiency of the health system through the private sector. The chapter provides 
an analysis of the dynamics of the public and private health sectors in Romania. It first 
investigates whether the public health sector follows the reformation trends suggested by 
official strategies and reports, and to what extent the private health sector is a viable 
alternative to the public one, by analysing the demand for private inpatient services. The 
chapter then proposes the Wealth-Health Index, a composite indicator to explore the 
connection between wealth and health and the dynamics of the private health sector.  
 
The second part of the habilitation thesis presents the main achievements in the teaching and 
research career to date, while proposing future directions for development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


