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In my Habilitation Thesis titled “Scientific Contributions and Empirical Results on the 

Foreign Trade Efficiency and on the Exports Competitiveness of Romania as a Member State 

of the European Union”, I address two main issues for the Romanian economy, namely the 

foreign trade efficiency and the export competitiveness, by reviewing my main research results, 

my main personal contributions to the development of the scientific research methodology in 

the field of Economics and International Business, as well as my future research directions. 

The Thesis is structured on two principal sections, preceded by a summary in Romanian 

and English. In the first section (Section A), I present the main scientific results I have obtained 

so far in the scientific and didactic research developed in the Doctorate Domain of Economics 

and International Business, after conferring the Doctor title (2008), by indicating the evolution 

of the academic, scientific and professional career, as well as of the main directions of its 

development, in the global context of significant and topical scientific achievements in my field 

of expertise. In the second section (Section B), I present the arguments that support my ability 

to coordinate research teams, organize and manage didactic activities, explain and facilitate 

learning and research. The Thesis ends with the bibliographic references. 

Starting from the specificity of the research theme, which was the main object of my 

scientific concerns, and from the directions that I have undertaken within my research activity 

so far, the first part of the Thesis represents a summary of the ones recorded and found by me 

during my career, being structured on four chapters, as follows: the first chapter presents my 

contributions to scientific research in the field of international trade, of the commercial theories 

and trade policies; the second chapter presents scientific contributions to the analysis of the 

foreign trade efficiency and competitiveness; the third chapter presents the empirical results of 

the researches on the efficiency and competitiveness of the Romanian foreign trade in the 

context of the European economic integration, indicating the main conclusions drawn from the 

researches, the directions and intentions to deepen the research, and the synthesis on the results 

and on my own research contributions in the field of Economics and International Business, 

and the last chapter presents the main directions of academic, scientific and professional further 

career development that I propose. 

The research directions presented are consistent with my interests and my didactic 

preoccupations in those 18 years of my academic career, where I promoted from the university 

teaching assistant, to the university associate professor, teaching as chair holder - matter to time 

stage - on the following subjects: International Trade and Commercial Policies / International 

Trade Policies, Economics of Integration / European Economics, Foreign Trade Operations, 

International Economic Transactions, and International Investments, as well as with my 

professional training, graduating the University Degree (Bachelor) studies in the specialization 

International Transactions (1998 - title of the bachelor's thesis: "The Foreign Direct 

Investments - A Form of Deepening of the Economic cooperation and of the Economic 

Development Growth of the Central and Eastern European States in Transition to the Market 

Economy"), the Postgraduate Studies in the specialisation Economic Integration (1999 - title of 
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the dissertation thesis: "The Conflict Prevention, Essential Condition of Economic Integration 

and Globalization"), the Master Studies in the specialisation European Economic Relations 

(2005 - title of the dissertation thesis: "The Negotiations on Romania's Accession to the 

European Union"), the Doctoral Studies in the field of International Economic Relations (2008 

- title of doctoral thesis: "The Romanian Trade Policy and External Trade in the Context of the 

Integration of Romania in the European Union"), and the Postdoctoral Studies in the field of 

Economic Sciences and Applied Sciences in Economics (2013 - title of the postdoctoral research 

project: "The Costs and the Benefits of the EU Integration Process from the External Trade and 

Foreign Direct Investments Perspective"). Also, in 2003, I considered useful and necessary to 

deepen the multidisciplinary and complementary complex theme of my doctoral research 

approached in the specialization International Economic Relations, by enrolling in a PhD 

program in the fundamental field of Political Sciences, the specialization International 

Relations, the title of the Ph.D. thesis being "The Particularities of the EU Negotiation System 

in the Context of Regionalization and Globalization", under the scientific coordination of the 

Academician Dr. Mircea Maliţa. 

In my research on the commercial theories and policies I approached aspects such as: the 

analysis of the costs differences, the differences between the intensity of the supply with the 

factors of production or of the pace of the technical and technological innovations, of the 

novelty of the product or of the ways of capital accumulation, the problem of the theoretical 

grounds of the international economic relations and of the optimal foreign economic policy, the 

absolute and relative (comparative) advantages, the increasing opportunity costs and the 

indifference curves for collective consumption, the technological gap, the product life cycle 

theory, the vertical integration specialization, and the global value chain, the definitions, 

functions, typology, measures and tools of the commercial policy, the presentation of the 

current debates on the choice of that the govern / the decision-makers have for the adoption of 

one or the other of the types of commercial policy, an incursion into the historical dynamics of 

the commercial policies and instruments adopted by the states that I selected according to their 

dominance in world trade in time, the EU Common Trade Policy (CTP) and its impact on 

Romania's commercial policy and foreign trade, but also the issue of the politic lobbying in the 

context of the trade policy. 

An important part of my Habilitation Thesis is devoted to the efficiency of the foreign 

trade and to the export competitiveness, addressed both in terms of economic theory and of the 

specific research methodology for better identification and understanding of the factors 

affecting the competitiveness of the sectors involved in international competition, the reasons 

that explain why certain countries can export more than others, and why certain countries are 

gaining export market shares at the expense of others, and from the point of view of the results 

of the empirical studies I have pursued on the performance of the foreign trade of Romania, 

including by reference to the European Union. The scientific approach address the personal 

contributions and the research results on the theories of international competitiveness, 

synthesizing them, along with the attempts to define the national competitiveness and with the 

different approaches to the notion of competitiveness. I also presented the specific concepts 

with which it operates (the absolute advantage, the relative or comparative advantage, the 

competitive advantage), and highlighted the factors that influence and determine the 

competitiveness. As is well known, export competitiveness is a fertile ground for analyzing 

entrepreneurial potential and how it manifests itself, the entrepreneurial culture representing - 

along with other specialized factors of production - an important source of competitive 

advantage and one of the determinants of the national competitive advantages. For this reason, 

but also due to the fact that in the field of the foreign trade efficiency and of the increasing the 

export competitiveness, the success of the macroeconomic measures and policies depends 

directly on how the entrepreneurs implement and empower them, in recent years I have also 

approached in my researches the problems of the entrepreneurship in Romania, under the 
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factors and facilitators that determine the creation of entrepreneurial firms, of the 

entrepreneurial and business processes, of the obstacles and factors affecting the development 

of the Romanian entrepreneurship, of the aspects related to women entrepreneurship, as well as 

of the entrepreneurial education and the way in which it should be evaluated its role in 

promoting entrepreneurship on the one hand, and increasing the competitiveness of the 

Romanian exports on the other. In this context, I have focused on the identification of 

innovative methods and strategies for establishing and capitalizing the competitive advantages 

of the Romanian companies developing foreign trade activities following the accession of our 

country to the European Union, in order to solve the complex economic problems generated by 

the major trade deficit of Romania, as well as for creating the mechanisms for implementing 

the strategies and methods resulting from the researches carried out to reduce this deficit and to 

maximize the positive effects of Romania's accession to the EU. 

Specifically, the empirical studies I have carried out on the performance of Romania's 

foreign trade aimed at establishing, on the one hand, the products with which Romania is 

competitive in foreign markets and which are the external markets that the Romanian products 

have the highest competitiveness so that the actors responsible for the Romanian foreign trade 

to be able to adopt the correct and scientifically supported strategy at macroeconomic level, and 

on the other hand to indicate to the Romanian economic agents the directions they must 

orientate or reorient their exports, in order to maximize the positive effects derivate from the 

EU membership, by taking advantage of the free-trade agreements that we have also taken as 

partners since Romania's accession to the EU, agreements that create us access in advantageous 

conditions, of high competitiveness, on foreign markets with which our country did not have 

such of agreements before the accession, and at the same time to encourage the export activity 

of the Romanian economic agents that produce products identified in my researches as having 

a high competitive export potential on the targeted markets. I also conducted the analysis of the 

international openness of the Romanian economy, the bilateral concentration indices of 

merchandise exports and imports, the foreign trade product concentration and diversification 

indices, the market concentration and structural change indices of exports and imports of 

products, the Indicator of similarity in merchandise trade structures, the trade complementarity 

index, the merchandise trade specialization index, the dynamics of foreign exchanges, the 

exchange ratio and the coverage degree, and the merchandise trade correlation index for the 

whole period 1990-2016, in order to outline the evolution of the foreign trade of our country 

and the strategic role played by the European Union in this evolution. However, in chapter 3 of 

this thesis I present only the analyses and their results for the period 2000-2016, which I 

consider eloquent for the European economic integration of Romania, taking into account the 

fact that in February 2000 the negotiations for the accession of our country to the EU started . 

For these analyses, I managed to update the Romanian foreign trade statistics database up to 

the level of the year 2016 inclusive, a database originally made available to the readers through 

the 35 Annexes (totalising more than 100 pages) to the book "Comerţul intraeuropean. O nouă 

perspectivă asupra comerţului exterior al României / The Intra-European Trade. A New 

Perspective onto the Romania`s Foreign Trade"1, so that I currently have a complete statistical 

data series (based on data provided by national and international statistical bodies) reflecting 

the entire period 1990-2016 (in some cases the data are also included from the level of 1989), 

which have already been extensively used in the research carried out to achieve this Thesis and 

which will also be of particular use to me for future approaches and research. 

The accomplishment of these very complex studies was based, on the one hand, on the 

data provided by the national and international statistical bodies, to some of these empirical 

                                                
1 Giurgiu Adriana (2008) Comerţul intraeuropean. O nouă perspectivă asupra comerţului exterior al României / 

The Intra-European Trade. A New Perspective onto the Romania`s Foreign Trade, Editura Economica / 

Economica Publishing House, Bucharest 
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studies benefiting from the support and partnership of the Romanian Center for Foreign Trade 

and Investments Promotion / Centrului Român pentru Promovarea Comerţului şi Investiţiilor 

Străine - CRPCIS, and on the other hand, on surveys, a process that required considerable 

efforts to apply the questionnaires, collect data and interpret the results, and which were also 

facilitated by the 9 research and development projects I have coordinated and implemented (e.g. 

SVACEX, EDCO, SSFA, AntrES, LISBOAN), as well as some of the other 9 research and 

development projects in which I have activated as member of the research team or expert. 

The results obtained from the empirical researches on the performance and efficiency of 

the Romania's foreign trade and on its export competitiveness opened new horizons for the 

deepening of my research, which has concentrated over the last years on the sectors of the 

Romanian economy identified with competitive advantages and export potential, such as the 

tourism sector and the medical sector, interconnected by their competitive advantages in agro-

tourism, rural tourism and medical tourism respectively, which can also benefit from the 

potential offered to the food industry by the competitive advantages of the organic (bio) 

agricultural products that our country offers; also the textile industry (including clothing) has a 

very high export competitiveness, which is why it has been the subject of my in-depth research 

in various economic aspects, even more so - even if, as it appears in the Habilitation Thesis - 

there has been a decline in competitiveness lately - I am convinced that, alongside the footwear 

industry and the furniture industry, they still have high competitive potential if they are 

reoriented towards high-quality, sophisticated, high added-value products meant for export to 

developed markets (e.g. leather footwear with leather soles, solid wood furniture, even hand 

carved). For this reason, I intend to deepen the research of these sectors of the Romanian 

economy also in the future within multi-disciplinary research teams, which should allow us to 

better diagnose the causes of the loss of competitiveness and to identify viable solutions for the 

recovery of these sectors on a competitive basis. 

My Habilitation Thesis also presents the future research directions in the field of 

Economics and International Business. Definitely, I will address and develop mainly the same 

directions I have been dealing with so far, while deepening the research in several directions, 

such as: 

• The regulatory aspects of international trade by investigating the extensive ramifications of 

the tensions that exist in the relationship between the WTO and the regional trade 

agreements, which I consider to be of systemic significance, as they place a strong emphasis 

onto the Romanian foreign trade, as well as onto our trade policy, Romania, as an EU 

member, being part of more than half of the world's in force bilateral trade agreements;  

• The geographic reorientation of Romania's foreign trade by providing studies to Romanian 

commercial agents to enable them to maximize the opportunities offered by the rich 

portfolio of free trade agreements made available by the European Union, based on the 

products that make up the current structure of Romanian exports and which are identified 

as having comparative and competitive advantage; 

• The competitiveness of the product groups belonging to Section II (Vegetable products), 

Section IV (Food Industry Products), Section XI (Textiles and articles thereof, including 

clothing), Section XII (Footwear) and Section XX (Furniture) of the Romanian Export 

Nomenclature, according to TARIC3, by investigating the dynamic links between the 

productive activities that go beyond a certain sector, as well as through a disaggregated 

analysis at the industry level, to be correlated later with the results already obtained with 

respect to the geographic orientation of our foreign exchanges and to the export market 

shares. 

The Section A ends with the presentation of the main directions for the development of 

my academic, scientific and professional career in the global context of significant and topical 

scientific achievements in my field of expertise - Economics and International Business. 
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In Section B of the Thesis, I present the arguments for my ability to coordinate research 

teams, to organize and manage didactic activities, to explain and facilitate learning and research 

in the context of the career development, by referring to my experience and achievements as 

researcher, director / coordinator and member of research teams, editor-in-chief / deputy editor/ 

member in the editorial committees of some ISI Thomson Reuters ISI Proceedings and / or BDI 

indexed journals, Chair / Executive Chair / Member of the organizing committees and / or 

scientific committees of international of some international conferences with ISI Proceedings 

and / or BDI indexed volumes, member of doctoral guidance committees, didactic assessor, 

Dean, Vice-Dean, DID / DIDIFR Director, International Relations Officer, Scientific Secretary, 

Member of the University Senate, Member of the Faculty Council, Member of the Council of 

the Department, ARACIS Evaluator, AFER Secretary General etc. 

Finally, in the last part I present the bibliographical references I used, including my own 

publications which I referenced during the Thesis. The research contributions presented in this 

Thesis have been included in these publications. 


