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Research directions proposed in the habilitation thesis - circumscribed to scientific, 

professional and academic achievements developed in national and international research 

projects, carried out as a project manager or member of the work team, but also capitalized by 

publishing articles in ISI-rated journals with an AIS score or indexed in recognized 

international databases - show a high degree of originality, as they have been modestly 

approached nationally and internationally; Priority is given to the interconnection between 

integrated tourism development in protected areas, ecotourism and the need to adapt to climate 

change, but also to the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, by using virtual reality in tourism 

as a potential substitute for traditional travel. Moreover, if theoretical approaches still existed, 

the practical solutions offered were insignificant and of a general nature. In the same note, it 

can be appreciated that in Romania there is a scattered interest in the issue, but multidisciplinary 

approaches and attempts to coagulate research and provide solutions are lacking. 

 

In this context, the chosen research directions are actual and interesting; they also have a special 

practical value, offering to the local communities from the protected areas of our country a 

guide for the orientation of the ecotourism activity in accordance with the exigencies of the 

sustainable development integrated under the impact of the climate changes and the European 

requirements of assuming responsibility. Moreover, tourism stakeholders could use virtual 

reality substitutability as a tool to enhance tourism sustainability. International organizations 

argue that sustainability is a contemporary requirement, and virtual reality in tourism is a more 

sustainable solution. By promoting it, the authorities can provide solutions to achieve the UN 

Sustainable Development Goal 13 on climate change, as virtual reality tourism activities have 

low CO2 emissions compared to those produced by traditional tourism. 
 

Also, the proposed directions have a significant contribution to the development of knowledge 

in the field of integrated development of local communities in Romanian protected areas. The 

deepening of the concerns for the protected areas, for their inhabitants, their development and 

the capitalization through ecotourism was continued. From the vast problematic area of 

implementing sustainability in the integrated development of tourism in local communities in 

protected areas, the defining aspects regarding the need and opportunity of this orientation and 

the specific problems of sustainable integrated development of local communities in protected 

areas were highlighted. 

 

The processing of direct research information has led to the conclusion that the focus on 

ecotourism activities is primarily conditioned by the awareness of local communities - 

authorities, businesses, non-governmental organizations, locals - on the benefits and risks 

involved. Furthermore, decisions must be based on: rigorous inventory and assessment of 

resources / attractions to ensure long-term development, determining the responsiveness of 

local community stakeholders to ecotourism activities and measuring their economic, socio-

cultural and environmental impact. The correlation of the information obtained as a result of 

such research - mandatory for viable, successful business - with the experiences gained in other 

areas and the results of statistical-mathematical modeling is able to provide the best projection 

of strategies and policies in the field of ecotourism. 

 

The effects of climate change on the development of ecotourism in local communities in 

protected areas were also analyzed and a set of climate change adaptation measures was 

developed, which will be useful in substantiating economic policies at the local community 

level in protected areas, covering several important directions, such as: 1. Analysis of the 

positioning and role of local communities in protected areas in the Romanian economy; 2. 

Researching the relations between the local communities practicing ecotourism activities or 



with ecotourism potential in the protected areas and their external environment, in order to 

identify the connections at micro and macroeconomic level; 3. Developing the model for 

capitalizing on ecotourism resources in protected areas based on the quantification of 

influencing factors and developing a set of specific indicators to assess the stage of integrated 

ecotourism development of local communities in protected areas; 4. Identify the influence of 

new elements mainly related to climate change and establish the implications for the economic 

activity of local communities in protected areas; 5. Analysis of the interconnections between 

the tourist traffic indicators in the protected areas and the variation of the climatic parameters; 

6. Documentation on existing models used to substantiate the costs of climate change in the 

ecotourism activity of local communities in protected areas; 7. Develop an action plan for the 

integrated, sustainable development of local communities in areas protected from climate 

change. 

 

Approaches to the impact of climate variables on tourist flows in protected areas based on 

statistical information obtained from the National Meteorological Administration and the 

National Institute of Statistics were quantitative, by statistical and econometric investigation of 

the relationship between tourism and climate parameters, - on the one hand and of a qualitative 

type, carrying out a detailed analysis of the existing interconnections between the climatic 

variability, the tourist phenomenon and the general socio-economic context of the protected 

areas, on the other hand. 
 

Research on the use of virtual reality in tourism theoretically contributes to the literature, as 

the first study to analyze the potential for substitutability of virtual reality in the context of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, people perceiving virtual reality as a potential substitute for traditional 

travel. Although previous research has shown that virtual reality has little potential to replace 

traditional travel because travel experiences could not be fully replicated in a virtual 

environment, this research indicates that perceived substitutability of virtual reality has 

increased significantly as a result of the COVID-19 effect, not only due to the reduced mobility 

required by quarantine, but also because the pandemic is perceived as risky and causes people 

to reconsider some of their previous choices. Although virtual reality was not previously 

perceived as a threat to today's tourism industry, the COVID-19 pandemic could be a nudge 

for the use of virtual reality in tourism. 

 

This research also develops a model to explain people's behavioral intention to use virtual 

reality in tourism under the effect of COVID-19. In this sense, the research was based on the 

results of some important authors in the literature on the behavioral intention to use virtual 

reality in tourism by using the Technological Acceptance Model (TAM) from this perspective. 

Thus, the TAM model has been extended, by including new variables. Because, in the first 

stage of the research, the perceived substitutability of virtual reality increased in the context of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, it was considered useful to investigate the case in which it is a 

determining factor of behavioral intent. Thus, following the analysis, it could be reported that 

the perceived substitutability of virtual reality influences the behavioral intention to use virtual 

reality in tourism, along with the perceived ease of use and perceived usefulness of virtual 

reality, predictors in the TAM model. The results of the research indicate that tourists who 

perceive high potential for substitutability of virtual reality express a stronger intention to use 

it in tourism. Identifying a predictor of the perceived substitutability of virtual reality, 

respectively its perceived authenticity, explaining almost half of its variance, is another 

contribution of research to the literature. Thus, the more authentic a person perceives the virtual 

reality experience in tourism, the more inclined they will be to use it. 



The research also reports that interest in virtual reality mediates the relationship between 

perceived ease of using virtual reality, perceived utility and perceived substitutability, and 

behavioral intent to use virtual reality in tourism. Thus, a high interest in the use of virtual 

reality in tourism would intensify the positive effect of perceived ease of use, perceived utility 

and perceived substitutability of virtual reality on the behavioral intention to use it in tourism. 

This research is the first study in which the interest in virtual reality is investigated as a 

mediator of the behavioral intention to use virtual reality in tourism. Thus, virtual reality 

tourism activities can replace traditional ones, reducing the need to physically travel to a 

destination; as a result, they reduce CO2 emissions and slow down the degradation and / or 

destruction of cultural heritage. By substitutability, virtual reality tourism is a more sustainable 

way to travel. 

 

Defined it by these coordinates and based on an in-depth analysis of a rich literature on the 

subject, international experience and the realities of Romanian tourism, the architecture of the 

work is designed to facilitate the author's direct involvement in classifying theoretical and 

methodological problems and solving some practical aspects. 

 

The habilitation thesis also presents the plans for the evolution and development of the 

professional, scientific and academic career, which set out the professional evolution and the 

scientific research activity, indicating the capacity to coordinate research projects and 

disseminate research results in prestigious listed ISI journals. Future contributions in research 

and teaching activities in the field of business administration will materialize in the following 

research directions: the influence of the proliferation of interactive digital platforms and 

solutions on the behavior of tourists; analysis of the impact of the use of virtual reality, 

augmented reality, artificial intelligence, robots, chatbots and automation on the behavior of 

tourists; the motivations and intentions of ecotourists to visit national protected areas in crisis 

situations; capitalizing on the natural and cultural heritage by creating tourist experiences. 

Regarding the didactic activity, I will continue the involvement within the Department of 

Tourism and Geography, the Faculty of Business and Tourism, the Bucharest Academy of 

Economic Studies and the integration of technology in the students' learning process, as a tool 

that implements innovation in education. in the blended learning system of courses and case 

studies. 

 

 

 
 


