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SUMMARY  

 

The thesis of habilitation presents the teaching, professional and research 

activities of the author, after obtaining the doctoral degree in economics with the thesis 

"Economic performance on the product chain in agriculture", within the Bucharest 

University of Economic Studies, awarded by the Romanian Ministry of Education and 

Research, by the Decree of the Minister of Education and Research no. 3824/03.05.2006. 

This paper is a multi and interdisciplinary approach of several thematic directions: 

food security and safety, agro marketing, agro food chains, and other domains related to  

agro food and environmental economics: logistics of agro food enterprises, agro food 

policies worldwide, strategic agro food marketing and management, assessment of 

natural capital, risk and uncertainty within the agro food sector. 

The relevance of the paper and its originality consists in combining 

interdisciplinary research conducted in the field of agro marketing, which involves a 

microeconomic approach, with those in agro food chains and food security and safety, 

which involves macro and, respectively, global economic approaches. Thus, from the 

activities of operators in the food sector which, through marketing tools, are connected to 

the market and tend toward economic efficiency, agro food chains are performant and 

agro food system, as the amount of chains, is able to put on the market/economy 

agricultural products and foodstuffs at low prices, so that all people have access to them. 

As shown in the FAO definition of food security, this is achieved when people have 

physical and economic access to basic food necessary for everyone at any time. It results 

that agro marketing is a tool to ensure food security and safety, and the reasons to sustain 

this claim are detailed in Chapter 2 of the thesis of habilitation. 

In the first chapter, the professional and academic achievements in teaching and 

research are presented. Teaching activity consists in performing teaching and learning 

activities to several courses and seminars included in the curriculum of the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Environmental Economy, The Bucharest University of Economic 

Studies; organizing activities involving students in research, mentoring students in 

writing their bachelor and dissertation thesis; publication of teaching materials and 

workbooks applications and case studies for students. Since 2001 to present, the career 



was marked by teaching courses and seminar to the following disciplines: Agro 

marketing, Marketing, Logistics of agro food enterprises, Agro food policies worldwide, 

Common Agricultural Policy, Agro food strategic marketing and management, 

Assessment of natural capital, Food security and safety, Risk and uncertainty within the 

agro-food sector, Economic projects and Scientific seminar. 

Preoccupations for scientific research began in 2003, two years after the start of 

professional activity. Key areas of research in which the author of the thesis has 

participated in contracts awarded by competition are: agro marketing, agro food chains, 

food safety, and management of land use, management of soil resources, farm 

management, risk management, SMEs management, policies and strategies for 

biodiversity conservation. These areas of research are in correspondence with the 

teaching ones. The author of the thesis coordinated, as director, four projects won to 

national competitions and participated as a member of the implementation team in eleven 

national projects and one international. 

The academic and scientific professional results are recognized by membership of 

scientific committees of two scientific conference and three journals indexed in 

international databases; editor of two books published in international publishing houses; 

organizer of international scientific meetings; communicating scientific results in plenum 

of national and international conferences; participation in three academic stages abroad, 

in the United States of America, Israel and Hungary; postdoctoral internship in France; 

prizes awarded;  membership of international professional associations; expert at the 

International Organisation of Vine and Wine Paris in Economy and Law Commission, 

Market Analysis Sub commission. 

 The second chapter presents the scientific achievements, grouped by thematic 

studies on food security and safety, agro food system and agro marketing as a tool for 

enhancing its performance. Food security, as a global issue, is present not only in 

scientific but also in public speeches, press releases and media because it is closely linked 

to other global issues of today humanity: the environmental crisis, oil crisis, food crisis 

and more recently, the financial crisis, which are analyzed in detail within the thesis. 

Food security is a complex concept, used to express the physical and economic access of 

all people at all times to enough food for an active and healthy life. Habilitation thesis 



shows the size of the food problem worldwide, analyzing four issues: possibilities of 

ensuring the daily supply of the world's population, malnutrition and its forms, global 

food crisis and food versus population ratio. 

The main results show that food availabilities expressed in calories and proteins 

have an increasing trend in the last ten years, all around the world. Nevertheless, 

disparities between developed countries from North America, Europe and Oceania and 

developing countries from South America, Africa and Asia are obvious, both as calories’ 

and proteins’ consumption. Thus, in the countries of the first category, people consume, 

on average, 3200-3600 kcal and over 100 g of protein per person per day. In the countries 

of the second category, people consume, on average, 2500-2900 kcal and 66-98 g of 

protein per person per day. 

  The current global food crisis is not a crisis of resource depletion, but a crisis of 

rising prices of food products. Food products price index has peaked at 209% in 2013 

compared to the reference period 2002-2004; in 2015, it decreased to 154%. Agricultural 

market crisis, evidenced by rising prices and imbalances between supply and demand has 

negative effects on developing countries. Food crisis is manifested by the increasing 

dependence of developing countries on exports from developed countries and drastically 

reducing the global food reserves. 

Food versus population ratio has been studied considering the following reasons: 

the world population is growing, putting pressure on existing resources which become 

insufficient; agricultural production, however, increased, but in different rates in areas 

and geographical regions, compared to population growth. In South America, Asia and 

Europe, per capita agricultural production has grown faster than the population, and in 

Africa, North America and Oceania, per capita agricultural output grew more slowly than 

the population. Increased production is not, however, significant to fill the gaps in food 

supply and solve the world food situation. 

In Romania, food security is assured in terms of quantity, as the analysis of 

indicators of food security show, which opens discussions on food safety and quality of 

food ratio and its structure that must contain all macronutrients, vitamins and minerals 

needed for an active and healthy life. 

 The link between food security and safety consists in the fact that insecure food, 

which does not comply with hygiene and quality standards, can not be sold, depriving 



thus market of a part of the supply that would ensure people's access to food they need. 

Analyzing the state of food security and safety worldwide, it can be seen that where food 

is scarce and insufficient, it has no proper structure and does not meet qualitative 

requirements of hygiene and minimum quality standards. 

The findings of the research in the field of food security and safety creates 

premises for starting new studies, considering the importance of food security for social 

stability of a country and the role of food safety in human health protection and in 

preventing illnesses related to food. 

 Studies in the field of agro food system, as the amount of chains, in the context of 

habilitation thesis topic, are needed because, among the factors that determine food 

security, agro food system performance’s is included. A performant agro food system is 

capable to provide food products at low prices, so that consumers to have access to them 

easily and food security to be assured. 

The studies in the field of agro marketing are grouped according to topics into 

three categories: food market, consumer behaviour and sustainable component of agro 

marketing. On the food market, demand is stable in the short to medium term, unless 

major demographic changes occur. Consumption of food products is relatively constant 

in terms of quantity and structure, registered slight fluctuations in the pre-accession 

period and then stabilized. Self-consumption of food products has been reduced in recent 

years, but remains at a high level, which affects the performance of Romanian agro food 

system. Markets of fruit and vegetables, wine, organic and traditional food have been 

studied, because they present certain features related to demand, supply and price.  

Purchasing behaviour of private brand products and people's concerns for a healthy diet 

and a vegetarian diet have been also studied. 

In conclusion, the use of marketing as a tool of collecting information about 

markets helps operators to carry out performant activities in agro food system, as long as 

they make decisions based on information gathered with the help of marketing research, 

understanding consumer behaviour, anticipating market changes, analyzing the position 

and strategies of competitors. In an agro food system where activities are efficient, 

products reach the market at affordable prices to consumers and ensure thus national food 

security. 



Chapters 3 and 4 present the main directions of development of professional, 

academic and scientific research activities. Plans for professional and academic 

development comprise the following directions: supervising PhD students’ research in the 

field of agro food and environmental economy; engaging students, masters and doctoral 

students in research; further development and publication of educational materials for 

students; continuous improvement of the methods to transfer knowledge to students; 

collecting feed-back from students, colleagues and collaborators to improve teaching and 

learning, research and publishing; expansion of cooperation with economic operators in 

the agro food economy; expansion of cooperation with teachers and researchers from 

other universities and research institutes; continuing the activities of scientific research 

under contract; continuing publishing articles and participation in national and 

international conferences; respect, in all circumstances, university ethics. 

 Plans and directions of development of scientific research comprise the following 

topics: agro marketing, food security and safety, chains and food markets, coordination 

mechanisms of the agro food sector, marketing of agro food traditional products, 

marketing of agro food organic products, innovation management, collaborative 

innovation in agro food system, consumer behaviour of food products, food products 

packaging management, risk and uncertainty in agro food system etc. 

 Moreover, scientific research envisages to develop a system of indicators for 

assessing the performance of agro food system and to identify its growth; undertaking  

scientific research of collaborative innovation in agro food system; disseminating the 

results of research by participating to conferences, considering that this is the place for 

discussion and their validation; active collaboration with members of the Department of 

Agro food and Environmental Economy to enable interdisciplinary approach needed 

within research activities; encourage scientific research among students, master and PhD 

students; coordination of PhD students’ research in double supervision, with scientific 

advisors from other countries.  

The last section of the paper contains references used to draft the habilitation 

thesis. 

 


