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The present habilitation thesis presents the teaching, scientific and academic 

achievements of the undersigned, taking into consideration the intended purpose, 

namely to justify the existence of my ability to coordinate doctoral studies in the field 

of Legal Sciences. 

In this regard, I have encompassed in this thesis a presentation of my didactic and 

scientific activity, on the one hand from a retrospective perspective, which includes a 

chronological presentation of the didactic and scientific activities carried out in the past 

and, on the other hand, a prospective perspective, which includes an outlook of future 

academic and research career development plans. 

In what concerns the teaching activity, I have highlighted both the professional 

experience though which I undertook the natural stages of academic evolution up to the 

present academic degree of university lecturer, as well as the experience of academic 

diversity, consisting in collaborations with various national and foreign universities. I 

have shown the complexity of the aspects of academic activity in which I have also been 

involved, as well as the fact that the Comparative Law of International Commercial 

Arbitration and Construction Arbitration are part of the courses which I have lectured 

as part of the Master's Program - International Arbitration of the Faculty of Law of the 

University of Bucharest, a program in the creation of which I was directly involved. 

As a practitioner of law, I referred to my professional activities as an experienced lawyer 

practicing before several arbitration courts in the world, including the International 

Court of Arbitration ICC Paris, WIPO and ICSID, as a member of the lists of arbitrators 

from over 10 countries, as well as the experience acquired as vice president of the Court 

of International Commercial Arbitration attached to the Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry of Romania and the International Court of Arbitration ICC Paris. 

Within the scientific activity, I highlighted the various aspects of research that I have 

carried out, presenting in detail the research projects, the scientific communications 

presented during conferences, as well as the scientific publications. 

As far as research projects are concerned, such included both research projects in which 

the subject of special dispute resolution procedures was part of a thematic analysis of 

the rules pertaining to a particular economic activity, as well as research projects that 

regarded the issue of arbitration and dispute resolution methods. In the latter category, 

the involvement in the projects "Update of the IBA Guidelines on Conflicts of Interest 

in International Arbitration" and "The Social and Psychological Underpinnings of 

Commercial Arbitration in Europe" was of a significant importance, the latter being the 

most extensive research project regarding the arbitration, held in Europe at this time. 

I highlighted the role of the paper "Arbitration in Romania. A Practitioner's Guide ", 

edited by Crenguţa Leaua and Flavius Baias, as the first English written exhaustive 

analysis of the Romanian arbitration field, as well as other articles and chapters in 



published books, which drew great interest at international level, out of the total of over 

30 publications dealing with international commercial arbitration that I published. 

The thematic direction of all research conducted after obtaining the title of doctor is in 

the field of international arbitration from the perspective of law and arbitration practices 

in Romania, Eastern Europe and across Europe.  

Within the subjects of comparative law analysis on problems specific to the arbitration 

procedure, I have referred to the following issues: 

- Arbitrators: the appointment of arbitrators, independence and impartiality of 

arbitrators, psychological factors in the appointment of arbitrators as well as the 

appointing authority; 

- Effective administration of the arbitration procedure: soft law tools, exhibit 

management, the language of the arbitration, arbitration costs and liability for non-

compliance with procedural rules; 

- The law applicable to international arbitration: the issue of conflict of laws, the 

application of Lex mercatoria, the rules of public order and the role of good faith; 

- The involvement of State Courts: action for set aside and recognition of foreign 

arbitral awards; 

- Arbitrability and the specific of commercial arbitration in different areas of law: 

arbitration in commercial matters, in consumer protection, in intellectual property, 

in construction, in environmental law, in tax law, the interrelation between 

arbitration and insolvency, arbitration and criminal law; commercial arbitration in 

disputes involving the state or state entities; 

- Foreign investment arbitration; 

- Other alternative dispute resolution methods: mediation, dispute resolution boards, 

alternative dispute resolution techniques for intellectual property rights, and expert 

reports as alternative means of dispute resolution. 

Finally, I have shown that I have gained international recognition of Thought Leader in 

the field of international commercial arbitration. 

I believe that these complex coordinates of my professional profile can contribute to an 

integrated approach, on the theory and on the practice of law on the one hand, and on 

the comparative approach to the scientific analysis of Romanian law, on the other hand, 

both of which capable of forming a solid basis for the activity oh PhD coordinator. 

Future development projects are presented on several layers: in academic terms, future 

projects include the development of curriculums with themes focused on the resolution 

of disputes in the fields of economic development as well as the modernization of 

teaching methods; on a professional level, continuing the deep connection with the 

practice of law; in the field of scientific research I propose continuing and finalizing the 

research project on the specificity of commercial arbitration involving states and state 



entities, the approach of arbitration in the field of new technologies and the publication 

of a book of comments on the Romanian arbitration legislation. 

The habilitation thesis entitled "International Arbitration and Alternative Dispute 

Resolution Methods " aims to capitalize the academic, professional and research 

experience, to bring into discussion the need for a flexible approach for the 

understanding of the law characterised, on the one hand, by building internationally-

recognised landmarks comparing everything regarding the understanding of the notions 

of Romanian arbitration law and, on the other hand, the need to adapt the dispute 

settlement procedures to the specifics of the economic field to which they refer. 

 


