
Abstract 

 

The habilitation thesis titled: Modern approaches in tourism and hospitality management is 

structured in two parts. 

Chapter 1 Academic, scientific and professional achievements presents the major contributions in three 

scientific fields of interest: a) Current issues in tourism and hospitality management, b) Innovation 

management in tourism and hospitality businesses, and c) Cultural considerations in tourism and 

hospitality management. Every direction begins with the national and international experience held 

in relation with the topic mentioned and presents then the important scientific contribution 

brought in the field after finishing my PhD thesis. 

The first line of research represents a central point of my scientific contributions. Most of my 

publications are dedicated to tourism management and hospitality industry, in this regards the 

topic was the source for generating over 25 citations in books and ISI or international database 

indexed journals from home and abroad. Since 2005 on this direction, as author and co-author, I 

have published two books, of which the volume Romania as a Tourist Destination and the Romanian 

Hotel Industry (Hotel industry in Romania - is it ready to support Romania as a tourist destination?) in 

a prestigious international publishing house and the other book at a recognized national 

publishing house. I also published an article in an ISI Web of Science journal, 9 articles indexed 

in international databases, 15 articles published in the volumes of international conferences in 

country and abroad, and I participated in two research projects as team member. 

This first research direction is organized in three sections, namely the competitiveness factors in the 

hospitality industry, the added value of clusters and networks to the business strategy and the 

entrepreneurial behavior in tourism and hospitality.  

The research approached in the article Analysis of Romania’s and Transylvania’s Tourist Supply 

Development and Performance, published in the Economic Amphitheater, Volume: 16, 8/2014 

presents a synthesis made after eight years of rich investigations on this subject. This study 

contributes to the literature review, through a quantitative analysis of the performances 

indicators resulted for the tourism and hospitality sector, at both national and regional level, 

namely Transylvania. Also the study reveals the factors responsible for poor international 



performances. The contribution provides support for identifying the strengths and weaknesses 

of different tourism areas, and the results can be used for generating a regional / national 

development strategy for tourism and hospitality. As a strategic solution for tourism 

development in Romania, the issue of network / cluster cooperation represents also, another topic 

studied in my research activity. The scientific results on this topic contribute to identifying the 

factors that develop network co-operation or cluster formation in different areas of the Romanian 

economy: information technology, life sciences and hospitality. Also, from the perspective of 

network / cluster management, have been investigated and analyzed the most effective internal 

communication tools, within the network, with group members, and external communication 

techniques, with other elements of the economic environment. These play an important role in 

order to exploit or create competitive advantages for the cluster/network members, such as 

transfer of knowledge and good practices. Throughout this process of analyzing the development 

process of the hospitality industry, the central element, namely the entrepreneur, has not been 

omitted. Thus, a major part of my research activity is dedicated to the entrepreneurs’ behavior in 

the process of initiating and developing a business activity. 

The second scientific direction concerns the development of new topics regarding the innovation 

process and innovation management, approached from a multidisciplinary perspective. Thus, 

research in this direction is carried out within interdisciplinary teams, in collaboration with 

specialists from information technology, engineering, design, forming the appropriate premises 

for identifying innovative solutions for a sustainable development of the businesses. Research 

has led to an analysis of the main types of innovation applied by hotels and hospitality units, 

sources used to implement innovations, barriers or difficulties to be managed so as to reduce 

resistance to innovation and change. The originality and scientific inputs consist in addressing 

new topics, such as gamification from a comprehensive perspective of tourism and hospitality 

businesses. 

The third research direction lies in studying new trends in tourism and the hospitality industry. 

Thus, it is highlighted a significant contribution to the management of tourism destination and 

different forms of cultural tourism, primarily rural tourism. A significant place in the research 

activity belongs to the event management. There is growing interest in national and international 



literature on the role of cultural events in urban development. As a result, the contributions made 

by the case studies carried out on the Sibiu - European Capital of Culture program and the TIFF film 

festival Cluj-Napoca complete the whole scientific approach in a unitary way. 

Chapter 2, Career development plan presents in detail my projects for the future, with respect to 

improving my teaching and academic activity, the main lines along which I see my evolution in 

research and professional development. The plan to improve my professional activity comes to 

support on the managerial experience I possess. In the research field, the main objectives aim at 

capitalizing on my acquired competences, by going in-depth in the research fields previously 

presented and finding new research topics related to the field of Management. Thus, my research 

plan focuses on subjects being to the crossroads of management and hospitality industry. The 

topics envisaged present a high level of novelty and modernity both at national and international 

level. They are oriented towards applied and fundamental research at the same time. 

 


