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Abstract 

This habilitation thesis presents a synthesis of my scientific undertakings carried after I 

obtained the PhD title. My research activity has concentrated on several outstanding 

directions: the role of FDI and exports on economic growth, the short- and long-run 

relationships between inflation and economic growth in the BRICS, the fundamental self-

governing nature of business corporations, the factors that determine the size of remittance 

flows, the relationship between remittances and macroeconomic variables, major factors 

causing the rise in unemployment that occurred during the recent recession, the connection 

between decentralization and the shadow economy, the link between stock market value 

and celebrity endorsements, and the emergence of boom-bust cycles in house prices. 

 Portions of my research had been previously presented within the Center for Applied 

Macroeconomic Analysis at the American Association for Economic Research, New York 

(President: Michael A. Peters – Emeritus Professor, University of Illinois; Vice President: 

Dimitria Electra Gatzia – University of Akron Wayne College), and then published in first-

rate journals indexed in Web of Science, such as: (2016) “Implications of Agricultural 

Bioenergy Crop Production and Prices in Changing the Land Use Paradigm – The Case of 

Romania,” Land Use Policy 50: 399–407 (IF: 2,631; AIS: 1,310), (2016) “Educational 

Conservatism and Democratic Citizenship in Hannah Arendt,” Educational Philosophy and 

Theory 48 – forthcoming (IF: 0,314; AIS: 0,504), (2016) “China’s Steel Industry as a 

Driving Force for Economic Growth and International Competitiveness,” Metalurgija 

55(1): 123–126 (IF: 0,959; AIS: 0,514), (2016) “The United States (U.S.) Steel Import 

Crisis and the Global Production Overcapacity till 2016,” Metalurgija 55(3) – forthcoming 

(IF: 0,959; AIS: 0,514), (2014) “The Effectiveness of Social Media Implementation at 

Local Government Levels,” Transylvanian Review of Administrative Sciences Special 

issue: 152–166 (IF: 0,106; AIS: 0,333), and (2014) “FDI and Economic Growth in Central 

and Eastern Europe,” Sustainability 6(11): 8149–8163 (IF: 1,077). In 2015 I had two 

chapters published in books published by IGI Global, Hershey, PA: “Global Warming, 

Climate Policy, and the Green Paradoxs” (in Green Economic Structures in Modern 



Business and Society, editor Andrei Jean-Vasile et al., pp. 28–38) and “The Reform of EU 

Economic Governance” (in Agricultural Management Strategies in a Changing Economy, 

editor Gabriel Popescu, pp. 100–118). In 2014 I edited with Jean Vasile Andrei a book 

published by Peter Lang, New York – Economy in Romania and the Need for Optimization 

of Agricultural Production Structures. My book Macroeconomics, published by AAP, New 

York, in 2013, is listed in 383 KVK catalogs. Several of my recent articles have been 

included in Economics, Management, and Financial Markets (indexed in EBSCO, EconLit, 

and ProQuest – editor Dimitria Electra Gatzia, University of Akron Wayne College), 

Journal of Self-Governance and Management Economics (indexed in EBSCO and EconLit 

– editor Leo Bin, University of Illinois at Springfield), and Psychosocial Issues in Human 

Resource Management (indexed in EBSCO – editors Hershey H. Friedman and Linda W. 

Friedman, both associated with City University of New York). I have also served as a peer 

reviewer for more than 120 articles indexed in Scopus, EconLit, ProQuest and EBSCO. 

The impact of my research has generated more and more citations lately, more than 90% in 

at least one international database (EBSCO), but dozens in ISI Web of Science and Scopus. 

My h-index is 10 since 2011 (380 citations): 18 (2011), 29 (2012), 76 (2013), 97 (2014), 

and 152 (2015). 

 In the final part of my habilitation thesis, I indicate my future research directions, 

starting with what I have written so far and pointing out my teaching perspectives. My 

research activity is convergent to my teaching activity which I carry for the courses of 

Macroeconomics and European Economy (BA), and Economics and European Policy and 

Financial Management in Health and Social Care Services (MA). 

 For the courses I teach, I focus on the analytic thinking of the students by interaction and 

presentations supported by various examples. During the seminars, we analyze papers from 

recent literature, students have to elaborate projects on certain topics in which we aim to 

comprehend how some economic hypotheses may be (in)validated or by testing them on 

statistical data. We also solve sets of problems in which I consider the manner in which 

results are interpreted, the analysis of alternative solutions and possible implications. In the 

BA and MA works I have supervised so far, personal contribution was valued, by 

inspecting, based on data, the evolution of economic indicators, by testing correlations, by 

providing scenarios of macroeconomic schemes starting from an existing situation, etc.  

 


