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Thesis Summary 

The present paper aims to analyse in a comparative manner the economic evolutions of Poland 

and Romania from 1918 until now, with an emphasis on the evolutions after 1989 and 

especially after the accession to the EU. The choice of the research theme is justified by the 

importance of the post-1989 economic transformations generated by the shift from a 

centralized and commanding economy to a market economy. In this context, the doctoral thesis 

analyses the causes of Poland's economic success after its EU membership compared to 

Romania, answering of the following questions: (i) How much of the Polish economic 

“miracle” can be explained in terms of the evolution of the last years (with emphasis on real 

convergence) and how much it can be explained in terms of the "path dependency theory", i.e. 

the historical context?; (ii) What has Romania missed in order to have the same destiny?  

The paper is structured in two parts. The first part is a descriptive analysis of Romania and 

Poland carried out in European context which refers to three different historical periods: (1) 

the inter-war period (1918-1939), (2) the post-war period (1945-1989) and (3) the post-

communist period (1990- to present). The second part is intended to analyse the social and 

economic convergence of Poland and Romania to the average of the EU countries, and is 

realised in a wider context, taking into account 20 countries and the EU. 

The results show that Poland and Romania are still far from the European average not only for 

each economic indicator for the period 1995-2012 but also for all selected economic indicators 

for each year of the analysed period. The results obtained should not be surprising, as similar 

results having been achieved in other studies, which indicates a polarization between the 

northern and Western European countries and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the 

historical factor having a strong influence. 

 


