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The PhD thesis entitled „The Competitive Advantages of the Romanian Economy in the 

European and Global Context” is structured in three main chapters, in addition to the 

introduction and the final conclusions. Starting from the general goal of realising a dynamic 

analysis of the Romanian economy competitiveness and of the determinants of improvement, 

the specific goals of this research pursued the following coordinates: contextualizing the 

research topic through a multilevel and multiparameter analysis of the competitiveness 

concept; analysing the EU’s position and role in the global economy; identifying the 

competitive performances of the Romanian economy in comparison with other EU Member 

States and non-EU global actors; ranking the Romanian economic sectors in the national, 

European and global economy, using a set of proposed indicators for measuring 

competitiveness; providing feasible alternative measures for a rapid reduction of the economic 

gaps between the Romanian economy and the EU average. Using both the qualitative and the 

quantitative research I was aiming to shape the clearest analytical perspective. Through the 

thesis, a special emphasis has been given to the education, which is perceived as a critical 

element for Romania, given its stage of development, being confident that education could 

become a strong competitive advantage, capable of catalysing the economic growth and the 

development. 


